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The April General Education
Outcomes Assessment was a suc-
cess. Although it will take time
to calculate all of the results, what
the faculty do know at this point
is beneficial. Doris Lewis is figur-
ing that by the fall semester they
will have all of the results done.
She and the staff are going to
consider how many credit hours
students have taken, what pro-
grams they are studying in, the
course work some students have
taken verses the work others have
not taken of those who took the
assessment. One hundred and
seventy-one students were above
the mean of the particular test
they took. Forty-three of those
students are in the tenth percentile
and were in the running for the
$300 cash prizes given in each
section.

This assessment started off
with paper and pencil assessments
in the fall of 2003 and spring of
2004, but now it is computer

The results are almost in
based.  There has been some con-
fusion with students and glitches
with the software. ÒWe are in a
mode of continuous improve-
ment,Ó Lewis says. Although there
were problems, the General Edu-
cation Outcomes Assessment has
given KCC faculty a measurement
of where their strengths and weak-
nesses are regarding studentsÕ
progress. The faculty plans on
doing this assessment annually in
the spring so they can build up a
type of database for reference to
help them improve areas that need
to be fixed.

The area that is very impor-
tant is the studentÕs involvement
in taking the assessment. KCC
hopes to increase the number of
students who take the assessment
over time. Without student par-
ticipation, the faculty has no way
of knowing what areas to focus
on improving.

At noon on April 27 in the
cafeteria at KCC there was a draw-
ing for prizes. StudentÕs names
that were drawn received the priz-
es, even if the winners were in

Mike Murphy has been
KCCÕs anthropology instructor
for five years and is an accom-
plished anthropologist. With a
PhD from Michigan State Uni-
versity, Murphy is one of the
leading field experts on the Bush-
men (also known as the zhutwasi
or !Kung) of the Kalahari. Mur-
phy has been studying the Bush-
men for 13 years and is afraid of
what Botswana government is
doing to the tribe. Recent news
of the hunting and gathering peo-
ple is sad news to Murphy, ÒI
donÕt know what to expect when
I get down there for my summer
study.Ó The people are being slow-
ly squeezed out of their natural
habitat in the southern Kalahari
Desert and their children are be-
ing taken by force and put into
schools four or five hundred miles
from their homes. This is like the
cultural genocide committed
against American Indians in the
1800s.

The Bushmen have lived in
the area they call home for at least
20,000 years and are requesting
to still be able to hunt and gather

Anthropology instructor
wants to get the word out

Staff Writer
Matt Barth on reserves and other areas the

government will actually allow
them to. The Botswana govern-
ment has told the !Kung that they
are allowed to hunt on reserves
but then arrests them once they
make a kill or go foraging for
food. The government is doing
everything in its power to end the
!Kung peopleÕs way of life, what
they are and what they have been
throughout a large part of history.
Accord ing  to  Murphy,
ÒGovernments donÕt like nomads
and the zhutwasiÕs way of life is
in jeopardy because they arenÕt
being allowed to live off the land
like they have for thousands of
years.Ó

The small-statured ÒZhu,Ó as
Dr. Murphy calls them, average
4 feet tall and are big in heart and
pride, which is being taken from
them in addition to their land.
The Botswana government,
Òwants to use the BushmenÕs area
for tourist attraction, but remov-
ing the Bushmen shouldnÕt be a
part of thatÓ says Survival Inter-
national, a  registered charity com-
mitted to the thriving and
preservation of small indigenous
tribes such as the Bushmen.

Dr. Murphy does not think

General Education Outcomes
Assessment prize winners
Prize winners:
Jason Stiverson, Maria Armstrong, Prashant Kumar, Joseph Thomas,
Elizabeth Shepard, Marney Thompson, and Phillip Muir.

$300 winners:
Stacy Schramm, Michael Wilson, Emily Wright, Ginni Lohrke,
Sarah Zoss, and Charlotte Herman.

The prize drawing was held in a packed Student Center.

class or not at school that day. If
their names were drawn they were
notified and given their prize. The
faculty wants the students who
did well on the assessment to be

rewarded even if they couldnÕt
attend the drawing. It is their way
of thanking the students for help-
ing future programs run a little
smoother.

indigenous tribes will be around
50 to 100 years from now. ÒIt
doesnÕt seem to me that, with the
removal of the children in the
Bushmen villages, that hunting
and gathering groups, like the
zhutwasi, will be able to pass on
their traditions first hand to their
children and continue their way
of life.Ó There are few tribes and
chiefdoms, if any, who have not
had contact with the outside
world. The Kayapo of South
America live in two large settle-
ments at Kapot and Gorotire.
Kapot residents are doing every-
thing they can to stay traditional
and true to the old ways of their
people, yet the Gorotire village
seems to be swaying toward west-
ern ideals. Lumberjacks seeking
to cut down trees in their territory
are endangering the Nbuti, or
Pygmies, of the Congo. The for-
ested region of the Congo is part
of one of the oldest rain forests in
the world. The trees in the forest,
some of which are over 1,000
years old, are sold for up to
$40,000 each. It is only a matter
of time before the Nbuti are re-
moved from their territory or suf-
fer the same fate as their relatives,
the Bushmen of the Kalahari.

Recently, two KCC nursing
students used their medical skills
out side of the classroom when
they helped a woman who slipped
and fell on the front steps of
KCCÕs main campus.

Vieta Love, 61, of Battle
Creek was visiting campus for a
teeth cleaning, when she tripped
and fell while walking up the
steps of the circle drive. According
to Love, two students came to
her aid immediately ÒThere were
two young women who came up
to me and told me they were
nursing students.Ó  Those nursing
students were Angela Bassett and
first-year nursing student,
Michelle Holcomb; both students
took her pulse and kept company
until the paramedics arrived.
There was also a KCC art student
who missed her final in order to
offer a helping hand ÒAnything
could have happened,Ó said Love,
ÒI could have gone into shock.Ó
Love also says that she is very
grateful for the studentÕs
generosity. Ò I think itÕs great that
they helped me and used the skills
they learned in school, especially
when they didnÕt have to.Ó Love
suffered a concussion from the
fall, and is now doing well.

KCC students
offer help

Staff Writer
Laina Engel

Photo by Mary McPhee
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Now that summer is here, there are more chances for you to get
out and see some of your favorite bands perform. Here are some
concerts that should make for an enjoyable time.

May
Chevelle Ð Sunday, May 29 at the Orbit Room in Grand Rapids.
Ticket prices have yet to be announced.

June
Jet Ð Saturday, June 18 at Meadowbrook in Rochester. Ticket
prices have yet to be announced.

B93 Birthday Bash Ð Saturday, June 18 at Ionia Fairgrounds in
Ionia. Performing are Big and Rich, Cowboy Troy, Josh Gracin,
Sugarland, Keith Anderson, Kyle Jennings, and a special guest.
Tickets are FREE! Listen to B93.7 starting May 19 for details.

July
Sunday, July 31 at the Pontiac 
Silverdome in Pontiac. Performers 
include My Chemical Romance, 
Transplants, Fall Out Boy, the 
Offspring, MXPX, Simple Plan, 
Atreyu, and many more. Ticket prices
have yet to be announced.

Brooks and Dunn Ð Saturday, July 23 at Ionia Fairgrounds in
Ionia. Ticket prices have yet to be announced.

Lollapalooza Festival Ð Saturday and Sunday, July 23-24 Ð
Hutchinson Field in Grant Park in Chicago, Illinois. Headlining
are The Killers, Weezer, Pixies, Dashboard Confessional, Death
Cab for Cutie, Kaiser Chiefs, and many more. Tickets are $100
- $115 for a 2-day pass.

Tim McGraw Ð Thursday, July 28 at Ionia Free Fair in Ionia.
Tickets are $40 and $70.

Montgomery Gentry Ð Friday, July 29 in Clarkston at DTE
Energy Music Theatre. Ticket prices have yet to be announced.

August
Thursday, August 4 at DTE
Energy Music Theatre in 
Clarkston. Acts include Black

Sabbath, Rob Zombie, Iron Maiden, Killswitch Engage,
Mudvayne, Black Label Society, Velvet Revolver, and many
more. Ticket prices have yet to be announced.

Brad Paisley Ð Monday, August 8 at Jackson County Fair in
Jackson. Tickets are $27 and $24.

Anger Management Tour 3 Ð Friday, August 12 at Comerica
Park in Detroit. ÊFeatured performers are Eminem, 50cent, G-
Unit, D-12, Lil Jon and the East Side Boyz, Obie Trice, and
Stat Quo. Tickets are $69.50

Motley Crue Ð Wednesday, August 24 at DTE Energy Music
Theater in Clarkston. Tickets range from $20 to $65.

Kenny Chesney Ð Saturday, August 27 at Joe Louis Arena in
Detroit. Opening acts are Uncle Kracker and Gretchen Wilson.
Tickets are $59.50.

These concerts guarantee summer fun, but donÕt get too carried
away, classes start up again in the fall!

Upcoming summer
concerts from all
over the music scene

Staff Writer
Nicole Moore

ItÕs okay to be a little
nervous and most teachers
understand that it takes some
time to learn your way around
the campus. For your first few
days you should always try to
be early so that you can find a
decent parking spot and your
classroom.

If you havenÕt applied to
KCC, here are five easy steps to
get you started. The first step is
to send an application to KCC.
You can print your application
off of the website and turn it in
at the Customer Service Center
at any of the KCC extensions,
or apply online at <www.kell
ogg.edu>. After turning in your
application you will need to take
a COMPAS assessment test. The
test will take approximately two
hours, and you will be tested on
your writing, reading and math
skills. You can test in the Lane
Thomas bui lding or see
someone at the customer service
desk at any of the extensions.
All first time college students
are urged to at tend an
orientation session, especially if
youÕre planning on a degree,
certificate, or transferring to
another college. A tour of the
KCC campus is provided upon
request. If you are planning on
a degree, cer t i f icate,  or

Hello newcomers
Staff Writer

Megahn Talbot transferring to another college,
itÕs recommended you see an
academic advisor. Academic
Advising is a service that helps
students with information
involving scheduling, graduation
requirements, career exploration,
and the transferring process. The
last step is to register for your
classes. You may register online
at www.kellogg.edu using KRIS,
call (269) 565-2000, or come
to campus in person. Customer
Service hours are Monday
through Thursday 8:00 a.m.
until 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m. on Fridays.

Some of you have come to
KCC already knowing exactly
what you want to do and have
everything already planned out.
But if youÕre not really sure what
career you want to go into, I
suggest taking a look at any
astronomy, biology, chemistry,
economy, English, geology,
history, humanities, philosophy,
physics, political science, and
sociology classes. All of these
classes are general education
credits.

Everyone should take a look
at the MACRAO transfer
agreement. The Michigan
Association of Collegiate
Registrars and Admissions
Off icers (MACRAO) has
establ ished th is t ransfer
agreement which helps two year
colleges and four year colleges

to transfer up to 30 semester
credit hours that meet the
General Education Require-
ments. The MACRAO requires
students to take 6 credit hours
in English, and 8 credit hours
in Science and Math, Social
Science, and Humanities.

Like most college students,
youÕre probably broke. If youÕre
interested in student employ-
ment possibilities at KCC, you
are advised to check with the
Student Employment Services.
KCC offers free job search
assistance to all students and
alumni. There is a full range of
employment services: one-on-
one assistance for help with
writing resumes, building
interview skills, and help
developing job leads is available.
All permanent work experience
and jobs leads are posted on
College Central Network.
<www.kellogg.edu/ses/ccn>. You
can feel free to call the Student
employment services at (269)
965-3931, Ext. 2637.

Hopefully, these tips will
help you get a successful start at
KCC.

Information in this article
was taken from the KCC catalog.CORRECTION

In the article, ÒSocial science department offers more than
you thinkÓ (April 2005), the trip to England was incorrectly
said to be taken by an English Literature class. History of
England 1 was the class that took the trip.

English instructor Terry
Bruce has been at KCC for 34
years and is both excited and sad
about leaving the halls she has
walked for so long.

Originally from Blooming-
ton, Indiana, Bruce got her
Bachelors of Science from Indi-
ana University and taught three
years of Biology at Kraemer mid-
dle school in Orange County,
California. After her term there
she returned to Indiana and got
her masters degree in English and
took the best job offered at the
time, a teaching position at KCC.
She has primarily taught study
skills, but has also been involved
with composition and childrenÕs
literature classes during her ten-
ure at KCC.

Professor Bruce would like
to thank the students and faculty
at KCC for a wonderful experi-
ence.

Bruce is looking forward to
her retirement but doesnÕt have
too much planned for the imme-
diate future. ÒI will be going on
a cruise to Alaska and from there
I will be looking for my next
great adventure.Ó

Staff Writer
Matt Barth

English
instructor
retiring after
34 yearsKCCÕs Mosaic is a literary

magazine that has been around
for about 40 years, or as long as
the College itself.

Although the literary mag-
azine has been renamed more
than once (it was once called the
Triad and also Perhaps) the title
Mosaic was chosen and stuck
about six years ago.

The Mosaic usually holds
two readings, one per semester,
open to any student who attends
Kellogg Community College.
There have been a total of three
readings this year and six writing
awards have been given to the

students of the
Crude Arts club
who had work
printed in the
Mosaic.  Keela
Kaper, Tony Evans,
and Lisa Zuck won
awards for fiction
writing, and Travis
Lambert, Hyun Ju
Lee, and Steven
Blair won awards
for their poetry.

This year, the
design on the cover
of the Mosaic was
decided by a con-
test created by Art
League Advisor
League Pete Will-
iams. Robert Kreps
won $50 and had
his artwork printed
on the cover.
    Current and
upcoming students
at KCC who are

interested in becoming involved
may submit their writings for the
Fall edition to the English depart-
ment or by contacting Elizabeth
Kerlikowske.

A little mosaic history
Staff Writer

Noelle Krigner

The Spring 2005 Mosaic cover by Robert Kreps.
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Editorial Policy
The KCC Bruin is a free student publication produced

monthly by Kellogg Community College students during the
fall and spring semesters.

The KCC Bruin welcomes letters to the editor from members
of the College and the community. Letters must be signed and
submitted with a current email address. All letters become
property of the Bruin and may be edited for clarity and length.
By-lined opinion columns represent the opinion of the writer
and do not necessarily represent the views of the Bruin staff or
the College.

Letters may be submitted by mail to KCC Bruin student
newspaper, c/o Kellogg Community College, 450 North Ave.,
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017. The KCC Bruin can be reached
by e-mail at <bruin@kellogg.edu.>

Letters may also be submitted at all five KCC sites. At the
Battle Creek site, letters may be dropped off in the English
department on the main floor of the C building, the College
Life office in the Student Center, or the student newspaper
office. At the Grahl, Fehsenfeld, and Eastern Academic Centers,
as well as the RMTC, letters may be submitted at the information
desks.

The Bruin office is located in the Mawby Center at the
Battle Creek site. The staff can be reached at (269) 965-3931,
Ext. 2630.
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necessarily reflect the views of Kellogg Community College
and its affiliates.
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ItÕs always been fascinating
to me how a span of time can
seem so short and yet so long. It
seems like IÕve been a student at
KCC forever and at the same
time I can still remember the
feeling, and the fear, of walking
into my first class like it just hap-
pened.

IÕve been here for three years
and itÕs definitely time to go. ItÕs
sad to think about, but all semes-
ter IÕve had faculty and staff come
up to me and say, ÒYouÕre still
here?Ó It was then that I realized
KCC had thrown me its last cur-
veball long ago; it has no surprises
for me anymore. IÕve taken every
class I wanted to. I know instruc-
tors by their first names and IÕve
never even taken one class from
them. I know the campus like itÕs
my own house. I feel like itÕs my
own house.

I came here for an associate
in graphic design, but I am leav-
ing with experience in journalism,
sociology, theatre, Shakespeare,
and so much more I never
thought IÕd be interested in, all
because of instructors that
nudged me in each direction, and
because of the Bruin, which
shoved me in everyoneÕs direction.

Since these are my last few
weeks on campus and this is my
last issue of the paper, I just canÕt
resist using this space for a gushy
goodbye and thanks, beginning
with Troy Place. He was my first
nudge, and the most important.
Place was an adjunct English in-
structor and he is the one who
suggested I get in touch with

M I L L E R
C O L L E G E

Tom Webster and write for The
Bruin. That suggestion turned
into a career and IÕll always have
him to thank for it.

IÕd also like to thank Holly
McKee for making college in-
volvement so much fun and Terah
Zaremba for being such a great
support as Bruin advisor and for
her academic encouragement.
Sedgwick Harris, youÕve been so
awesome, even though I keep
asking for more money for Bruin
stuff. Doug Borton always pushed
me to do better. Thanks to Penny
Rose and Kathy Jarvie for making
Publications such a fun place to
work and giving me so much
experience. And thanks to Gary
Cuyler for giving me that Òyou
know you want to be in the playÓ
look, because I really did want to
be in the plays.

But most of all I have to
thank Tom Webster for being my
advisor, my mentor, and one of
the best friends IÕve made at
KCC. YouÕve kept me going when
it was hard, sane when no one
else was, and laughing when I
was down. You taught me how
to be tough when I needed to be
and how to smile when I didnÕt
want toÑthe two most impor-
tant things to know as editor, as
IÕve found out recently. IÕve had
a great run as Editor-in-Chief
and I donÕt think I could have
done it with anyone else.

Although I feel like IÕve put
out a great paper for the last two
years, I take little credit for it.
The Bruin is nothing without the

hard work of the staff (especially
Terry Witherspoon, the best As-
sistant Editor the paper has had
in years). While each semester
has brought different people and
different challenges, it was the
hard work of those sometimes
very few that kept us going. And
also the never-ending cooperation
and support of administration,
faculty, and staff, who always an-
swered our questions and helped
us get the story.

So now I retire and become
a shadowy figure of the past, one
that is vaguely remembered by
future editors by the things kept
in the Bruin desk, some only
known to me as Òthe one with
the weird filing systemÓ or Òthe
one with all the toys.Ó Because as
much as I tried to clean the desk,
itÕs hard to erase the mark each
editor made. And also because it
was hard to think of the next
editor throwing out the piece of
paper that I left as a warning to
staffers that came in to use the
camera when the batteries were
dead, or maybe actually doing
something with the pile of old
proofs and layout sheets I canÕt
bear to throw out.

But the past is the past and
while I move on to Western, my
sister takes over the job that so
many have experienced. The En-
glish office is calling it the Engel
dynasty, although I doubt it will
seem like it. Laina is not me, just
like I was once not R.J. Most
people wonÕt notice the change,
but everyoneÕs mark is different.

Warning: Sappy goodbyes ahead
Editor-in-Chief

Brandi Engel

Since I have completed a full
four semesters here at Kellogg
Community College and IÕm
transferring to Central Michigan
University next year, IÕd like to
share with the incoming students
for the 2005-2006 school year a
couple of thoughts, that are in
my opinion, essential for success.
Not only will these tools help
you here at KCC, but they should
prove to be beneficial in other
aspects of your life as well. I hope
that as you read this article, you
keep an open mind and truly
consider what I have to say. IÕm
not trying to be your parent or
other adult and continuously
hound you about your education;
I merely want to share with you
some key aspects that IÕve learned
from my time here at KCC.

The first piece of advice that
I have to offer, as much as you
may hate to hear it, is that YOU
NEED TO ATTEND CLASS.
Like youÕll soon figure out, col-
lege is much different than high
school. Unlike high school, the
instructors are not going to hold
your hand and guide you every
step of the way, making sure that
you succeed and receive a passing
grade. If you miss a lecture, they
arenÕt going to give you the notes
to copy down and fill you in on
what you missed. They could
really care less. You have to find
the time and dedicate yourself to
each course that you take.

As many of the classes here
at KCC run for 16 weeks and
only meet twice a week, you really
canÕt afford to miss too many
sessions. Grades are typically
based heavily on tests and exams
taken throughout the semester.
With many of the courses that I

encountered, test content largely
comes from lecture material. IÕm
sure youÕll find it quite difficult
to do well on a test if you donÕt
attend the lectures. Also, some
instructors give you points for
simply attending class. In my
opinion, itÕs just completely stu-
pid for an individual to skip class,
as those are the easiest points to
earn. DonÕt begin a bad habit of
skipping classes, as that tendency
is likely to stick with you in other
aspects of your life. Just remem-
ber that attendance is key.

The second piece of advice
that IÕd like to offer is for you, as
a student, to interact with your
instructors. If you are struggling
with a concept in a class, donÕt
be afraid to ask him or her for
help or advice. The majority of
the instructors at KCC are friend-
ly, knowledgeable, and want their
students to succeed if they are
willing to put forth the effort.

Also, as a student, itÕs nice
to be recognized outside of class
by an instructor. By talking with
them, and putting forth a positive
attitude and work ethic, you are
creating a good reputation for
yourself. With that reputation,
you will be more likely to receive
help when needed. You never
know when you may need a rec-
ommendation, reference, or other
favor from one of your instruc-
tors. So, right from the get go
you need to instill a positive pres-
ence with your instructors, as
that relationship could help you
out in the future.

You should always give your
maximum effort. You donÕt have
to be the smartest person in the
world to succeed. As long as you
are willing to always give your
utmost effort all the time, you
will go places in life. This means

Success at KCC,
is as easy as 1,2,3

Staff Writer
Alison Baker

Continued on page 4...
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that you need to study for tests,
and you need to take the extra
time to complete projects and
assignments. For some, academ-
ics come easily and they may
not always need to give 100%.
Others, however, arenÕt blessed
with such brainpower. But be-
lieve me, just taking the time
to study and complete assign-
ments will take you so much
further in your education.

When instructors or others see
that you continuously strive to
make an effort, you are creating
a good label for yourself.

Throughout each of my se-
mesters, I have witnessed first-
hand students who do not pass
their classes and end up dropping
out of college. The majority of
them arenÕt failing because they
lack book smarts; they are failing
because they either: 1.) Never
attend class 2.) DonÕt ask their

Success at KCC is as easy as 1,2,3
instructors for help, or 3.) Just
merely donÕt put forth the effort
to succeed. Receiving a good
education is something that any
willing, dedicated person can
do. Much too often during my
four semesters at KCC, IÕve seen
too many students waste their
time and money. As an incom-
ing student, your first years in
college are essential in building
the rest of their life. Take it
seriously.

Continued from page 3...

Its time to say goodbye to
our current editor, and welcome
a new, more sophisticated one.
Just kidding.

Yes, by next issue I will be
the BruinÕs new Editor-in-Chief.
IÕm grateful for such a wonderful
opportunity. I imagine it will be
hard to fill the shoes of such a
wonderful editor, but IÕm going
to try my best because I donÕt
look at this paper as just news
writing, but as a chance to give
back to the community. I want
to tackle the issues that affect
you, not only as students, but
also as the youth of this fine
countryÑas the future of
America.

ButÑletÕs face itÑit might
not quite fill an entire paper.

So, in times when we need
filler weÕre going to put in gossip
columns that will read, ÒIs
Britney Spears having AlfÕs baby?Ó
Which color will be the new pink
for fall fashion? Read it in the

BruinÕs new ÒEye on FashionÓ
section. And weÕre not going to
stop there: weÕll also have
crossword puzzles, horoscopes,
andÑwhy notÑA TV Guide!
Because, like the BruinÕs new
slogan will say, ÒIf itÕs not about
TV, itÕs just reading.Ó And if that
doesnÕt fill the pages, weÕll just
add big pictures of chimpanzees
playing musical instruments.

But, before I continue to add
to my web of lies, I figured I
would end on an honest, more
serious note. Thank you, Brandi,
fo r  a l l  your  he lp  and
encouragement, and I wish you
the best of luck. And for the rest
of the KCC faculty and staff: IÕm
sorry you have to put up with
me!

And if any students are
interested in writing for the
Bruin, youÕre more than welcome
to e-mail articles, columns,
e d i t o r i a l s ,  e t c ,  t o :
<bruin@kellogg.edu>, or call the
office at (269) 965-3931. Ext.
2630.

Changes to make
Staff Writer

Laina Engel

At the beginning of this
semester, I signed up for twenty-
four credit hours.  Three of my
classes were actual class participant
classes, one was an independent
study, and two were online
courses.  At the time I was not
working a traditional job but only
serving as the assistant editor for
the Bruin.  Since I loved to write,
I thought this would be a piece
of cake.  I did not have any real
responsibilities.

Shortly after the semester
began, my cousins opened a local
soul food restaurant (Walt Sr.
Catfish and BBQ) in town, and
I began to work with them on a
full time basis.  In the meantime
my syllabus came for the online
courses, and it immediately
became clear that no matter how
much I thought I could handle
them, I could not.  So I dropped
both of my online courses.  (DonÕt
worry, I did it in plenty of enough
time so that someone else could
register and benefit from them).

Another month passed and I
was beginning to feel pretty good
about things.  Thirteen credits
which allowed me to be eligible
for all my financial aid, writing
for the Bruin which required a
few articles each month before the
deadline, and a full time job.  But
then there was another addition
to my life.  My mother, who is a
great woman, is a foster mother
and added the addition of a three
year old to our home.  Those of
you who are parents know what
a three-year old can do to your
home.  Three year olds are
wonderful human beings who are
just learning speech.  They follow

Do you find it impossible to
keep up with everything?

you around and mimic every word
you say.  They require constant
attention.

I am probably like many
students at KCC in that I always
strive to achieve straight AÕs.  But
now, because I canÕt just stay in
my room and write undisturbed,
I am panicking feeling like my
grade point average is in jeopardy.
I am behind on some subjects,
and I am feeling myself getting
really angry with the instructors
who I feel have been through this
problem but are still too new to
realize that grades should not be
measured on the quantity of work,
but the quality of work.  I have
always learned less in a class with
many assignments that mostly
require memorization than I have
in classes that require less work
but more discussion and thought
to make sure you learning what
you are supposed to learn.

If all the above wasnÕt enough,
my mother received another foster
child Ð this time, a newborn baby!
 Now IÕm really going crazy.  IÕm
going to class in the morning,
working in the afternoon, assisting
with the baby after work, trying
to do my homework, and write
for the paper.  Bedtime before 3:00
a.m. is unheard of.  I am
exhausted.  I am sure that many
students who have found it
necessary to return to school to
better themselves and have families
can relate to what IÕm saying.  Your
family, your job, school are all-
important.  Sometimes it seems
impossible to keep up.  To those
students I must say donÕt give up.
My hat goes off to you for your
efforts.  Keep your chin up and
keep pressing on.

Assistant Editor
Terry D. Witherspoon



CAMPUS NEWS 5Summer 2005



6 FEATURESSummer 2005

Publisher: Lucas Arts
ESRB: Rated Teen
System: Playstation 2, Xbox

A Force to be reckoned with
Staff Writer

Jay Laske As the last true spoiler to
the movie, Lucas Arts and The
Collective (Makers of the
Indiana Jones games) have given
us Star Wars: Episode III
Revenge of the Sith The Game.
This is a heavy action title for

a l l  the major
consoles. ItÕs an
impressive action
title filled game
that puts you right
in the action.
There are no real
puzzles and no
platforming, just
i n t e n s e  J e d i
gameplay that fans
have been waiting
for.

Those who
remember Star
Wars Jedi Power
Battles will feel
right at home, as
this is your typical
action slugfest
with plenty of
lightsaber moves
and Force powers.

It is mixed with a considerable
number of spoilers, the typical
Òwho kills whoÓ spoiler, but by
this point we all know how the
movie is going to end, right?

You play through the roles
of Anakin and Obi-wan and the
trials and events that impact
them in the movie. This allows
the game to give a good Light
Side vs. Dark Side experience
with plenty of plot and character
growth during the story. The
fighting is fast and gratifying, as
you can slash droids to
smoldering slag and cut your
enemies  down wi th  an
impressive array of combos and
special moves. The more skillful
and effective your combat skills
are, the more experience you can
gain from the enemies you
dispatch, allowing you to
improve your Force Powers and
Combat Attacks. Anakin and
Obi-wanÕs styles are different too,
so improving their stats in the
same fields will yield different
results. As you progress through
the story mode, you unlock

bonus missions and a few co-op
battles that you and a friend can
play together. There is also a two
player versus mode. As you
encounter different Jedi in story
mode it will allow you access
them in versus mode.

The graphics are very much
handed down to the PS2 level,
which, by this point, seems
terrible since games like God of
War can look so good. The
character models work, the levels
look great, and they have good
use of texturing, but playing this
on Xbox just left you wanting
more. It doesnÕt look bad, but it
doesnÕt look great either.

The sound is what you
would expect from any Star Wars
game, and by this point everyone
is familiar with the activation of
a lightsaber. Not to say this is
bad by any means, it just doesnÕt
really stand out anymore. Same
thing goes for the orchestral
soundtrack, which again is Star
Wars, just donÕt expect anything
dynamic.

The game controls are

incredibly precise. You are given
three different attack buttons;
jump, block, and the rest of your
controller lays out your Force
a rsena l .  The  ease  and
interactivity of using powers to
lift of objects to be hurled at
enemies was amazing. You could
even hurl enemies at other
enemies. ItÕs a very fluid and
rewarding experience that could
hardly have been done any better.

The game is short, but it
never promised to be an epic
RPG so it does deliver. Most
players will find this a well spent
rental. There are a great deal of
secrets and unlockables with
bonus material. Overall if you
are or arenÕt a Star Wars fan, this
is an impressive action title at
its core that any player can easily
get what they want out of it.

Gameplay... 9
Graphics... 7
Sound... 8

Control... 10
Overall... 8

Community colleges are
crucial entry points to higher
education for adults with no
previous college experience. In
fall 2002, more than one-third
of community college students
were over the age of 24, compared
with only 15 percent of
undergraduates at public four-
year institutions.

The Community College
Research Center has released
Building Pathways to Success for
Low-Skill Adult Students: Lessons
for Community College Policy and
Practice from a Longitudinal
Tracking Study, a report based
on a first-of-its-kind study of the
progress and outcomes of low-
skill adults in community
colleges. The study uses student
record information from the
Washington State Community
and Technical College System to
track two cohorts of adult
students 25 or older with at most
a high school education who
entered one of the state's
community or technical colleges
for the first time in 1996-97 or
1997-98. The study examines the
educational attainment of the
students in both cohorts as well
as their earnings five years after
they enrolled.

Key findings from this study
show that: Attending college for
at least a year and earning a
credential provides a substantial
boost in earnings for adults who
begin with a high school diploma
or less. Short-term training, such
as that often provided to welfare
recipients, may help individuals

Ground-breaking study on the outcomes of
low-skill adults in community colleges

get into the labor market, but
does not seem to help them
advance beyond low-paying jobs.
Neither adult basic skills
education by itself nor a limited
number of college-level courses
provides much benefit in terms
of earnings.

These findings, which are
consistent with previous research,
suggest that community and
technical colleges ought to make
taking at least one year of college-
level courses and earning a
certificate or other credential a
minimum goal for all of the
many low-skill adults they serve.
The study also finds that while
hundreds of the low-skill adult
students who enter Washington
State 's community and technical
colleges are able to achieve this
goal in five years, many more do
not. The authors suggest that to
enable low-skill adults to achieve
at least the threshold level of a
year of college plus a credential,
communi ty  co l leges  in
Washington State and elsewhere
should rethink and in some cases
redesign their programs and
services. The study provides
guidance on the sorts of services
that can increase adult students'
chances of success.
The study was conducted by
David Prince of the Washington
State Board of Community and
Technical Colleges (SBCTC)
and CCRC Senior Research
Associate Davis Jenkins as part
of the Ford Foundation's Bridges
to Opportunity initiative. It was
designed to give educators
throughout Washington's
community and technical college

system a better idea of the
characteristics and experiences of
their low-skill adult students,
who make up one-third of the
approximately 300,000 students
served annually by the system.
The study also sought to identify
the critical filter points or
roadblocks at which adult
students drop out or fail to make
it to the next level. The SBCTC
staff is using the study's findings
to promote a rethinking among
educators throughout the system
on how to better serve low-skill
adult students.

A complete copy of the
paper, Building Pathways to
Success for Low-Skill Adult
Students, is available for download
at <http://www.tc.edu/ccrc/
papers/Building_Pathways.pdf>.
The research and report were

funded by the Ford Foundation.
For more information about the
report, please contact Davis
Jenkins at (312) 953-5286 or
<davis@uic.edu>.

The Community College
Research Center , housed at the
Institute on Education and the
Economy (IEE) at Teachers College,
Columbia University , is the leading
independent authority on the
nation's more than 1,200 two-year
colleges. CCRC's mission is to
conduct research on the major issues
affecting community colleges in the
United States and to contribute to
the development of practice and
policy that expands access to higher
education and ensures success for
all students.

Press Release
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