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Need something to occupy Lions or lie downs?
your time this summer?

Michael Travers
Assistant Editor

For those of you who are
yearning for summer, it is final-
ly here. Now you must decide
what you want to do with your
time. Unfortunately, we live in
Battle Creek or surrounding ar-
eas, so without a decent drive,
it is hard to find stuff to do. Try
not to beat your brains out over
trying to find something to do.
This summer, a local football
team, the Battle Creek Blaze,
will host a couple of games.

They are a part of the United
States Football Alliance and
a nonprofit semi pro football
team. This is the second year
the Blaze have been in competi-
tion, founded by Jason Double-
day, with all proceeds going to
cancer research. The team has
a slew of local talent, from all
area schools except for St. Phil-
lip High School. The Blaze
football games will be played at
Athens High School. Come out
and support them this summer.
For more information, please
visit www.battlecreekblaze.org

Check out the Bruin on the web

www.kellogg.edu/bruin

Jeremy Erskine
Staff Writer

The last weekend of April,
attended the NFL Draft. Why?
Because being a Detroit Lions
fan and having endured years of
mediocrity, it’s all I have left to
look forward to. The draft to a
Lions fan is better than Christ-
mas morning. It’s a baptism of
sorts, a new beginning. A time
where I can go and relish in the
fact that there is always a next
year. Plus, having just witnessed
an 0-16 season, next year is all
I have to hold on to my sanity.
The Draft crowd is unmatched
by any other crowd I have been
a part of. They are loud and
obnoxious and love their foot-
ball. Itisa crowd that is full of
nostalgia and useless stats. NFL
junkies come from all over the
United States (while in line, I
talked to a person who flew in
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from San Diego) to sit in Radio
City Music Hall for hours and
hours and watch and heckle as
teams make picks after picks.
And I mean hours upon hours.
But I was there, watching every
minute -- from the newest Li-
ons savior and 78 million dollar
man, Matt Stafford to the Kan-
sas City Chief’s Mr. Irrelevant,
Ryan Succop.

This was the first post-Mil-
len era draft for the Lions. If
you know anything about foot-
ball, that should be exciting
news for any Detroit fan. For
the past eight years, fans have
had to deal with the most in-
competent owner in all of foot-
ball. But we have Martin May-
hew at the helm now, which
has had a moderately success-
ful tenure so far as the General
Manager — making fairly wise
decisions. So it was a surprise
to this Lions fan when the draft
started. I expected them to take
quarterback Matt Stafford with
the first pick in the draft. It
had to be done. A quarterback
is the most important player on
the field and can make or break
a franchise. So when one, who
by many scouts opinions, has
monster potential to be an All-
Star, that is almost impossible
to pass up. I'm fine with that.
But the Lions have huge gap-
ing holes in both the offensive
and defensive line, along with
a middle linebacker. Last sea-
son they finished 31 (out of 32
teams) in rush offense and al-
lowed nearly 120 rushing yards
per game on defense (good
enough to rank at 23 in rush
defense and dead last in total
defense). So it would make
perfect sense for them to, with
the 20 pick in the first round,
invest in a highly rated middle
linebacker like Southern Cali-
fornia’s Rey Maualuga or Ohio
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State’s James Laurinaitis. But
instead, in Millen fashion, they
draft tight end Brandon Pet-
tigrew out of Oklahoma State.
I guess I could buy drafting a
tight end (especially a good run
blocker like Pettigrew) since
they need to give Stafford some
targets. They can’t afford not
to at what they’re paying him.
I can also buy drafting safety
Louis Delmas out of Western
Michigan at 33; considering
he was the highest rated at his
respective position and could
be a huge boost to a secondary
which helped in anchoring the
worst defense in the NFL.

But surely, the next seven
picks would be dedicated in
helping with the offense and
defensive line. How else is the
78 million dollar man going to
succeed with one of the worst
lines in all of football? But then
pick after pick — only two were
dedicated to the interior lines
— one offensive and one defen-
sive linemen. The biggest hole
on the depth chart for the lions
was worthy of only two of the
ten picks they had? Two more
picks were dedicated to outside
linebackers — a spot which was
already filled via free agency,
and then two more picks being
dedicated to a running back and
a wide receiver, who are touted
as good return men. And lastly,
they took yet another tight end.
Head scratching stuff if you ask
me.

All in all, many of the draft

picks left me shrugging my
shoulders and shaking my head
in disbelief. Such has become
commonplace amongst Lions
fans over the years however.
The only thing I have left to
say to Mayhew and new head
coach Jim Schwartz is...well...
they can’t do any worse than last
season.
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The KCC Bruin is a free student publication produced monthly by Kellogg Community
College students during the fall and spring semesters.
The KCC Bruin welcomes letters to the editor from members of the College and the com-
munity. Letters must be signed and submitted with a current e-mail address. All letters become
property of the Bruin and may be edited for clarity and length. By-lined opinion columns rep-
resent the opinion of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of the Bruin staff or

the College.

Letters may be submitted by mail to KCC Bruin student newspaper, c¢/o Kellogg Community
College, 450 North Ave., Battle Creck, Michigan 49017. The KCC Bruin can be reached by

e-mail at bruin@kellogg.edu.

Letters may also be submitted at all five KCC sites. At the Battle Creek site, letters may be
dropped off in the English department on the main floor of the C building, the College Life of-
fice in the Student Center, or the student newspaper office. At the Grahl, Fehsenfeld, and Eastern
Academic Centers, as well as the RMTC, letters may be submitted at the information desks.

The Bruin office is located in the Roll Health and Administration Building, room 302. The
staff can be reached at (269) 965-3931, Ext. 2630.

Advertising and editorial content within this issue does not necessarily reflect the views
of Kellogg Community College and its affiliates.



