


2  OCTOBER 2010

CAMPUS NEWS

Dr. Dennis Bona is the new President
of Kellogg Community College

Nicole Finkbeiner
Guest Writer
At the Kellogg Community College
Board of Trustees September meeting
held September 15th, the Board voted
7-0 to name Dr. Dennis Bona as acting
President of Kellogg Community Col-
lege e ective immediately until June 30,
2012. Dr. Bona has served as KCCs In-
terim President since the retirement of
Dr. Edward Haring on June 30, 2010.
I consider it both an honor and a
privilege to serve the stu-

Bona. e contract will be presented to
the board at the next regularly scheduled
board meeting on October 20, 2010. Un-
til the new contract is approved, Bona
will operate under the terms of his cur-
rent contract.

Aresident of Ba le Creek, Bona was
formerly the Vice President for Instruc-
tion at KCC. Prior to that, he held vari-
ous positions at KCC, including Dean
of Career and Occupational Education,
Director of the Regional Manufactur-
ing and Technology Center, Director
of Trades and Tech-

dents, sta and the citi-
zens of our community as
the President of Kellogg
Community College. |
appreciate the Board of
Trustees for extending me
this opportunity and truly
believe they made this
very important decision
with the best interest of
the college in mind. I also
wish to acknowledge the
incredible support that

nology, and Instruc-
tional Manager of In-
dustrial Welding. He
has also worked as an
adjunct faculty mem-
ber at Michigan State
University and West-
ern Michigan Univer-
sity, as a professional
consultant, a grant
writer, and a present-
er/speaker. Dr. Bona
received an Associate

was extended on my be-
half by key leaders within
our community which cer-
tainly had in uence on the Board s deci-
sion, said Bona.

ree members of the board, Chair
Jonathan Byrd, Vice Chair lill Booth,
and Trustee Brian Hice, will meet as a
subcommi ee to develop a contract for

Dr. Dennis Bona, KCC President

of Arts and Sciences
in Welding Technol-
ogy and a Bachelor
of Science in Trade and Technical Edu-
cation from Ferris State University, and
a Master s and Doctorate in Educational
Leadership from Western Michigan Uni-
versity.
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Education or
unemployment:
you decide

Melvin Hardin
Editor-in-Chief

A fallen economy, unemployment,
competitive markets, personal propensi-
ties and importing of immigrants are just
some of the reasons many are forced to
return to school.

For some going back to school
means exiting high school and register-
ingasa rsttime college student.

Sometimes | wonder what di er-
ence a college education will make if
there are no jobs for those who hold or
seek degrees? says Katie Breslin, a fresh-
man at KCC as she point ngers at the
nations leaders.

e shortfalls of an impaired econo-
my forces even the middle- aged genera-
tion to return to school to seek an educa-
tion while explosions of graduates take
the podium to becoming our future.

Pressures mount for Breslin and
other students as they a empt to balance
the challenges that come with college life
and other outside obligations.

Many have outside responsibilities,
such as parenting or employment, or per-
haps, marriage or even religion.

Not only are the middle-aged af-
fected but the wealthy and poor all the
same, adds Breslin who a ends school
in hopes of becoming a dermatologist.

Breslinwent on to say, Although I m
not a mother, my challenges are similar

and just as demanding.

Each morning around 6 am, Breslin
is up and preparing for a busy day.

Preparations usually take her ap-
proximately an hour, before driving to
school thirty-minutes in one direction,

ve days a week.

Adding balance to her frustrated
schedule, Breslin nishes each school
day and rushes o to the tness center
for two hours.

A er a tiring workout shes com-
mi ed to giving a local restaurant eight
hours each day to pay for her vehicle
which may or may not be worth it.

Before the day can end, Breslin must
include maintenance and care for her
three-year- old German Sheppard and
Chow.

atslike providing forachild, she
spoke with exhaustion in her voice. And
to think theres time for a boyfriend, yea
right! I tried it and it doesn t work, Bre-
slin adds with candor.

e USA, once a nation that prided
itself on being a leader among the manu-
facturing industries and education, now

nds itself behind in a race to compete
with other countries such as China and
Japan.

e cost to restore a nation back to
its greatness is a price we must all pay, so
lets all stay encouraged and get educat-
ed.

KCC hosts education seminar

Press Release

e annual Education Seminar host-
ed by the Education faculty at KCC will
focus this year on the expanding eld of
teaching. e seminar will be ursday,
October 21st, from 3-5:45 pm at the
Davidson Building on the Ba le Creek
campus. Itisfree and open to the public.
Pre-registration is necessary. Email edu-
cation@kellogg.edu.

e seminar begins with a welcome
and introduction of the Education fac-
ulty. e keynote speaker this year is
Cindy Ruble, who will discuss hot jobs in
teaching, which may be in nontraditional
areas, and also local initiatives for teach-
ers and would-be teachers. Following
that, participants will select two break-
out sessions. Sessions cover the gamut
of K-12 teaching with presenters from

Early Childhood Education and Special
Education (Deb Caudill, Calhoun ISD),
Elementary (Robert Moran , Penn eld),
Middle School (Angela Parshall, Lakev-
iew), and Secondary (Terris Todd, Ba le
Creek.) Following the break-outs, there
will be a door prize drawing. A Kindle
will be given away.

Each year, students leave the seminar
with questions answered, inspired by the
presenters and the dedication of teachers
who trulyin uence the lives of people on
adaily basis. Susan Fuchs, co-chair of the
Education commi ee, says, We want to
help students connect with their future
and to understand the importance of
teachers to the life of the community.
For more information, contact Dawn
Larsen at 269-965-3931 ext. 2399 or
write education@kellogg.edu.
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